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Celebrating  
Willow 
Creek’s     

45TH Year 

1975  -  2020 

In spite of current health crisis 
situation there is much to be done. 
We can always use your help.  Feel 
free to join in… 

Sincerely 
The Faithful Four 

2010 - The Idea 2011 - The Plan 

2014 - The Foundation 2016 - The Framing 

2019 - The Turntable 2020 - The Interior 

Its been a 
while…. 

Work has 
continued... 

Lots of effort by many members.  The 
project completion is in sight. 
Thank you to the workers and financial 
donors. 
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Ernie  Places Retaining Wall Block Alan Installs Turnout Control  Mark Levels Grade Dave Builds Track 

Ties Replaced Phil Adjusts Grade Track Panels Placed Tracks Moved for Placement 

Track Panels Located Ernie Places Gravel Bunker Dave Loads Ballast Jeff & Nate Place Ballast 

Ashley Cleans Flower Beds Darin Installs Flashing Track Panels Ballasted Track Panels Lined 

Much was completed during the Memorial Day Weekend.  
As always, your help is greatly appreciated.  Work goes 
better with friends... 
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Willow Creek Signal System                                           by Alan Shifley 
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Powerland Heritage Park ~ Award 
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23 other Oregon events have received this designation. 
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Willow Creek Projects ~ Spring 2020 Status 

 

Keep Willow Creek GREEN... ($) 
 
Keep those can and bottle donations coming.  $o far this year we have received hundred$ 
from those donations.  (Ask Garry about his “innovations” in street-side and neighborhood 
bottle collecting.) 
 
Remember Amazon Smile purchases can benefit Willow Creek.  A portion of your purchase 
$s is donated to Willow Creek without any cost to you. 
 
In addition to their dues payments a number of members have included an additional 
donation.  As said on Oregon Public Broadcasting, OPB, “Thank You”. 

See us on Facebook 

Our Willow Creek web page needs an update… but there is another source of current events.  “Facebook”  If you 
currently use Facebook try the links below.  
If you don’t:          Now, “The Editor” did not want to use Facebook because references to him are all ready all over the 
internet.  Mark suggested “Use an alias.”   It works.  Just use an alias name to sign up.  Lots of people do this.  
 
There are two sites with current Willow Creek activities: 

 
 
 

 
 

When you are on the site you can add comments, ask questions, post your pictures...etc.  Try it.  You may like it. 

Willow Creek  (put cursor on Willow Creek and click to follow the link) 

Willow Creek Members 
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PHP = Powerland Heritage Park “NEWS”               by  Mark A, President 
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At this moment the “EDITOR” is too lazy to rewrite the following email from Mark.  It does 
present information about upcoming activities at PHP.  With the current “COVID” PHP will not 
hold “PUBLIC” events.  At the present time they plan to hold a “Drive Through Event” in lieu of the 
SteamUp and Truck Show as described in the following: 
 “Went to the BOG (Board Of Governors) meeting last night (Wednesday June 10th) and it, 
the“Drive Through Event”, is a go right now for July 4 and 5th, Steam-Up weekends of July 27 and 28 as well 
as August 1 and 2 and finally Truck show weekend August 21 and 22. All dates are slated for 9-5 
operating time and will be $20.00 per carload. However, they decided at the last minute that it will 
be a NON-CONTACT event – meaning that WC and Trolley will not be able to provide rides. We 
will be able to run trains and have any display we want – it will just not be a public event. 
 The $20.00 per carload fee will be shared among all participating museums. It appears that it 
may be a big event – they are planning on having a portion of the drive through have some animals 
for guests to see. A recent animal drive through near Canby that was a last minute plan that was not 
heavily advertised had 5,000 cars show up in one day. We will still need members to help out with 
traffic flow and other possible needs – and we will be REQUIRED to wear masks per current 
regulations. 
 The grounds are also planning a “sparks 
show” for the 4th of July where a steam tractor or 
two will be fired up for the traditional “spark show” 
at night (around 10PM… a re-admission ticket will be 
given to those coming to the drive through event… 
apparently you don’t have to wait in your car all 
day.). Current plans put this out in the flea market 
area behind the Truck Museum and guests will be 
parked in their cars and will be required to stay in 
their cars for the show. This may be something that 
they will do each weekend of the drive through – but 
that has yet to be determined. 
 With the current state of affairs with COVID, 
this may be a big event for the grounds… I have 
included a photo (separate e-mail) of the proposed 
driving route map to be included. 
 On another note, I was told that we could 
host our own special event for public to come ride – 
it would need to be held during a non-event weekend 
and guests could be brought in through the party 
gate. We could hand out flyers to advertise during 
the events. More on this will be coming soon. 
 That is everything we know as of right now. 
We can chat more over the next few weekends…” 

 

The drive through plan…(not to scale) 
Etc Included Editorial comments... 
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The 2019 Summer Gazette had an article on the McCready sign that was presented to Willow 
Creek by Claude Jolivet and John Yardley from VIME Canada.  Here is some information on the 
person to who the building was dedicated: 
 
William S. (Bill) McCready 
May 7, 1923 - February 12, 2004 
Bill McCready was born in Lewiston, Idaho and grew up in Lapwai, Idaho.  His father was part owner of the Camas Prairie Railroad in 
Idaho. 
After high school, Bill entered the US Coast Guard and was stationed in Garibaldi during the Second World War. He was a chief 
machinist mate and operated on motor whale boats protecting the Oregon coast during the war. 
His career focused on tool and die work. His first business was El-Mac Machine Company specializing in automated equipment for the 
logging industry. In the sixties and seventies, he was the chief designer and builder of the high tech manufacturing equipment for 
furnaces at Teledyne WaChang in Albany. He later moved to Gladstone and again opened a high tech machine design and 
development business that focused on automatic production equipment. Bill’s creativity came to the forefront in his model making. 
He had a full sized machine shop in his garage where he designed and built 1/8 inch, live steam locomotives, live steam donkey engines 
and a host of other models. 
He built eleven 1/8 inch scale live steam model locomotives in 25 years that included: 
1. Camas Prairie 2-8-0 Consolidation.  
2. Boston & Albany, 4-6-6 Tank Engine 
3. Southern Pacific, Mikado 2-8-2  
4. Northern Pacific, Alco Diesel Engine  
5. Kerr-Stewart, Wren 0-4-0 Tank Engine  
6. American 4-4-0  
7. 4-6-0, 10 Wheeler  
8. 4501 Southern Mikado 2-8-2 (green cab) 
9. SP&S 700, 4-8-4 Northern  
10. F40-PH Diesel  
11. Minaret, 2-8-2  
 
Bill also completed a complete train consisting of eight cars that included four gondolas, one tank car, one flat car and a stock car and 
a caboose and a Willamette 2-Speed Donkey Logging Engine . 

 

A Glimpse of History:   McCready Locomotive & Car Works 
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Email Contact:  wcrr.gazette@gmail.com Etc 

SP&S 700, 4-8-4 Northern: This powerhouse 
made long hauls up and down the Columbia River 
for the Seattle Portland and Spokane Railroad. 
 
The 1/8th scale model was built for and operated 
by: Garry Johnson. The scaled 700 is 14' 6" long 
compared to 110' 6" for the original 700 and 
weighs close to 2,000 pounds with water and fuel 
topped off. The "Young Lady" was built for Garry 
by Bill McCready and took approximately 5,000 
hours to build. 

For more information:  http://www.billmccreadymodeltrains.com/ 

Camas Prairie 2-8-0 Consolidation. 
Bill’s first engine. 

Bill’s Double Cross-over Layout 
Then & + 20 years 


